MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2003 TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING, TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICIGAN

Present:  Russell, Colvin, Keelan, Stillings, Thompson and Gaskell (7:45 PM)

Absent:  Altonen 

Others Present:  Briggs

Audience:  Twenty-one

1. Meeting is called to order at 7:30 PM.  Mr. Stillings announced that agenda item #8 is removed from the agenda to be discussed at a future date.

2. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING BARGY SPECIAL USE REQUEST.  Ms Bargy gave an overview of the proposed Power Para flight School she and her husband would like to establish. There were many questions and/or concerns from the audience:
1. Noise level

2. Fuel Storage
3. Minimum flight elevation
4. Number of days, months and hours of flight time
5. Additional buildings to be built
6. Number of required parking spaces
7. Safety precautions
8. Liability issues, including the lack of available liability insurance and the potential for future liability of the Township
Letters received from the following people were read into the record:  Maryanne Jorgensen of Venture North, Inc., the owner of Torchport Airpark, is pleased with the interest in aviation.  The concern is with the potential flight school’s proximity to the current airpark.  The Para flights would be flying close to the airport and runways without the benefit of radios to advise their position and flight intentions.  Ms Jorgensen would like this potential problem addressed at the hearing.  A memo from Kim Schmidt was read representing comments he received from Vernon LaLone of Erickson Road regarding the potential aerial-borne noise and activity above his property.  A memo was also read from Bill Briggs, Zoning Administrator, summarizing a phone conversation with the Shelby Township Supervisor regarding a similar flight school operating in Shelby Township.  “A summary of the situation is that power parachutes are not as bad as initially imagined, the school is doing a fairly good job of overcoming many of the initial objections, but the operation is still considered annoying and disruptive by many residents, but not all”.

 Julia Amos, representing Amos Farms, stated from the audience that she and her husband have no problem with this activity and they understand the need to supplement an agricultural income.  Mr. Lon Bargy also spoke in support of this project.

3. There being no more comments, the Public Hearing is closed.
4. MINUTES. The minutes of July 8, 2003 are reviewed.  A motion by Stillings and seconded to approves the minutes passes 6-0.

5. COMMUNICATIONS.  A copy of the Milton Township minutes was received for the Commissions’ referral.  An article was received from the consulting firm Gosling Czubak regarding the short-term rental issue and some suggested ways it can be handled.

6. CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC OTHER THAN AGENDA ITEMS.  Ms Mouch questions when agenda item 8 will be rescheduled, as does Mr. Tomlinson.  Response is that it should be on the agenda within the next two months.
7. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON BARGY REQUEST.  A written list of suggestions for the Commission is submitted on behalf of Mr. Sullivan:
1. Determine if it is a school

2. Submit records of flights

3. Advertise for flight school only

4. Parking; bathroom facilities

5. No storage other than personal planes

6. No rentals

7. A suggested 50-decibel noise level at property lines as it applies overhead
. 
Section 18.04 checklist is gone through and found to be complete.  However, because, the Commission feels that legal advice is needed from the Township attorney, a motion is made by Gaskell and seconded to table this issue until next meeting.  Motion passes 6-0.  A list of concerns is generated and includes:  

1. Porta Potty at Farm Market

2. No free rides

3. Parking spaces (to waive, go to ZBA)

4. Number of instructors

5. Business hours

6. No storage of other’s planes

7. Fire safety

8. Advertising for School;  Size of Signs

9. Definition of Private School

10. Insurance

11. Day of the week

12. No-fly zone

13. 300’ height limit over residences

14. Noise levels

15. FAA regulations

16. Commercial venture?

17. Township liability?

8. ZONING ORDINANCE DISCUSSION:  RENTAL UNITS.  Removed from agenda.

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS OTHER THAN AGENDA ITEM.  Mr. Ivan Forrester remarks that it was 20 years ago that the Zoning Ordinance was adopted in Torch Lake Township.

10. ZONING MAP DISCUSSION.  Because of the absence of Mr. Sullivan, this issue is postponed until next meeting.

11. CONCERNS OF THE COMMISSION.  None

12. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:30 pm

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

